2C. AGE-SPECIFIC MORTALITY
Elderly mortality (ages 65 years and older)

Figure 2C-21
Mortality Rates by Gender and Year among Elderly 65 Years and Older, In 2007. an estimated 835.772

Arizona, 1997-2007 elderly over 64 years of age

resided in the State (Table 10A-
1). No other age group has as
6000.0 great a disproportionate gender
distribution as the elderly. As a
result of the higher total mortality
rates for males in each of the

2500.0 —— MALE earlier periods of lifespan, 23
o percent more elderly women than
T ——— . .
men were alive in 2007.
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The 2007 elderly mortality rate of
3000.0 3778.8 per 100,000 was 10.1
percent lower than the 1997 rate
of 4201.6, and it was the lowest
annual elderly mortality rate of the
1500.0 eleven years from 1997 to 2007.

Survival chances improved from
1997 to 2007 for both elderly
males and females. The 2007 total

0.0 .
1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 mortality rate among elderly
Female=| 3889.0 | 3862.6 | 3870.0 | 4095.0 | 3985.3 | 3991.9 | 3941.6 | 3796.9 | 3856.6 | 3828.7 | 3597.1 females was 7.5 percent lower
Male=| 4593.8 | 4603.3 | 4618.9 | 4761.6 | 4626.6 | 4663.4 | 4563.2 | 4338.0 | 4401.4 | 4282.4 | 4002.8 than their rate in 1997. The
vear mortality rate among elderly males
decreased 12.9 percent from 1997
to 2007, 1.7 times more than the
female rate (Figure 2C-21, Table
2C-24).
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Figure 2C-22
Mortality Rates by Race/Ethnicity among Elderly 65 Years and Older,
Arizona, 2007
A In 2007 the mortality rate for
Arizona’s White non-Hispanic
3937.3 elderly residents was 2.2 times
W'::it:;?ﬁ'l‘ that for the Asian elderly
P population. The mortality rate of
ALL ARIZONANS Asians was the lowest rate among
the race/ethnic groups (Figure
3329.0 2C-22). Blacks or African
American American elderly had the second
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lowest mortality rate in 2007, 9.2
3062.6 percent lower than the mortality
Hispanic rate of American Indian elderly.
3024 .1 The 2007 mortality rates of Black
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2C. AGE-SPECIFIC MORTALITY
Elderly mortality (ages 65 years and older)

The two tables (Tables 2C-24
and 2C-25) provide mortality
rates for the five causes with the
greatest number of deaths over
the 1997 — 2007 period. In 1997-
2007, Alzheimer's disease (14,209
deaths) replaced influenza and
pneumonia (11,579 deaths) as the
fifth leading cause of death among
females and both genders but not
elderly males 65 years or older
(Table 2C-24). Among elderly
males 65 years old or older,
influenza and pneumonia
accounted for 5,526 deaths in
1997-2007, compared to 4,484
deaths from Alzheimer's disease.
From 2006 to 2007, age-specific
death rates for Alzheimer’s disease
decreased by 5.4 percent for
elderly males and by 5.1 percent
for elderly females (Figure 2C-
23). There were 1,393 deaths
from Alzheimer’s disease among
elderly females in 2007, 2.2 times
the number of deaths from this
cause among males (Table 2C-
27). In 1997, the Alzheimer’s
disease mortality risk of elderly
females compared to males was
59.4 percent greater, while in
2007 the risk was 80.4 percent
greater.

Figure 2C-23
Trends in Mortality Rates for Alzheimer’s Disease by Gender and Year among
Elderly 65 Years and Older, Arizona, 1997-2007
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1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007
Male==| 80.6 85.3 93.9 108.0 108.3 141.5 161.5 157.7 166.2 176.9 167.3
Female=| 128.5 141.2 148.7 191.6 197.7 240.5 282.8 269.8 280.4 317.9 301.8

Note: The rates for 1997-1999 are based on the number of deaths according to ICD-9. The rates for 2000-2007 are based on the
number of deaths according to ICD-10. For comparability, the rates for 1997-1999 are adjusted using the preliminary comparability
ratio of 1.5536 from NCHS. Comparability ratio of 1.0 indicates that the same number of deaths was assigned to a cause of death
whether ICD-9 or ICD-10 was used.

Among unintentional injury deaths
unrelated to motor  vehicles,
Arizona’s elderly experienced a
substantial increase in mortality
from fall-related injuries (Figure
2C-24). In 2007, 624 elderly
Arizona 65 years or older died from
fall-related injuries, compared to
291 in 1997. The rate of fall-related
deaths among elderly females
exceeded by 11.2 percent the
mortality rate for falls among elderly
males.

In 2007, those 85 years old or
older, experienced the Ilargest
number of fall-related deaths (342),
followed by Arizonans 75-84 years
old (196 deaths) and the youngest
elderly 65-74 years old (86 fall-
related deaths). Among Arizonans
85 years or older in 2007, the rate
of 315.2/100,000 for fall-related
deaths was 15.6 times greater than
the rate of 20.2/100,000 for those
65-74 years old.

Figure 2C-24

Trends in Mortality Rates for Falls and Fall-related Injuries by Gender and Year
among Elderly 65 Years and Older, Arizona, 1997-2007
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1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007
Male==| 40.0 36.2 40.9 49.6 60.6 55.7 59.7 57.3 68.9 73.7 70.3
Female=| 37.2 39.1 41.4 42.5 49.2 49.7 54.7 63.7 78.6 76.7 78.2

Note: The rates for 1997-1999 are based on the number of deaths according to ICD-9. The rates for 2000-2007 are based on the
number of deaths according to ICD-10. For comparability, the rates for 1997-1999 are adjusted using the preliminary comparability
ratio of 1.5536 from NCHS. Comparability ratio of 1.0 indicates that the same number of deaths was assigned to a cause of death
whether ICD-9 or ICD-10 was used.
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