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PREFACE 
 
This report provides readers with the statewide and county-level vital statistics information for 2020.  It 
is provided in advance of the publication of "Arizona Health Status and Vital Statistics, 2020".  
 
The source documents for the data presented in this report are 2020 vital records: certificates of live 
births, certificates of deaths, and fetal death certificates filed with the Arizona Department of Health 
Services on or before June 1st, 2021. Information on abortions is compiled from reports sent by providers 
within the state. The counts of marriages and dissolutions of marriage are reported monthly by the Clerk 
of the Superior Court of each county where the marriage or dissolution of marriage occurred. 
 
The 2013 Advance Vital Statistics report was the first report in this series to include cell suppression. To 
protect the anonymity of the individuals included in this report, cells in tables with five or fewer 
observations are denoted by an asterisk (*), cells containing rates based on counts of five or fewer are 
denoted by a double-asterisk (**), and cells containing sums based on addends of five or fewer are 
rounded to the nearest tens-unit and denoted by a dagger (†). 
 
The first part of this report presents a summary of pregnancies by pregnancy outcome, births and 
deaths, spontaneous and induced terminations of pregnancy, and marriages and marriage dissolutions 
for the state and by county in 2020. 
 
The second part focuses on selected demographic and prenatal care characteristics of the women giving 
birth (age group, marital status, trimester of entry into prenatal care, party paying for the delivery, 
number of prenatal visits) and the incidence of low-birthweight. 
 
The third part addresses cause-specific and age-specific mortality by county, urban/rural region, and 
racial/ethnic group in 2020. 
 
The fourth part of the report provides population denominators for 2020 by age group, gender, and 
county of residence. The 2020 Arizona Department of Health Services population denominators were 
developed using the 2020 population estimates obtained from the Population Statistics Unit in the Office 
of Economic Opportunity (OEO) within the Arizona Commerce Authority. Arizona Governor’s Executive 
Order 2011-04 requires the department to use these estimates instead of the United States Census 
Bureau data. 
 
It is hoped that this advance vital statistics report will be a valuable resource for public health and other 
professionals until the full annual report is available. The online editions of "Advance Vital Statistics by 
County of Residence in Arizona” for 2009–2020 are available at: 
 

http://pub.azdhs.gov/health-stats/index.php/ 
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American

American Indian or 
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Male

Female
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White non-
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Black or African 
American

American Indian or 
Alaska Native

Asian or Pacific 
Islander
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http://pub.azdhs.gov/health-stats


Our Web site at http://pub.azdhs.gov/health-stats provides access to a wide range of statistical 
information about the health status of Arizonans. The Arizona Health Status and Vital Statistics annual 
report examines trends in natality, mortality, and morbidity towards established health objectives.  
Additional reports and studies include Advance Vital Statistics by County of Residence, Injury Mortality 
among Arizona Residents (accidents, suicides, homicides, legal intervention, firearm-related fatalities, 
drug-related deaths, drowning deaths, falls among Arizonans 65 years or older), Hospital Inpatient 
and Emergency Room Statistics (first-listed diagnosis, procedures, mental disorders, asthma, diabetes, 
influenza and pneumonia, and substance abuse), Community Vital Statistics, Teenage 
Pregnancy, Differences in Health Status Among Racial/Ethnic Groups, and Health Status Profile of 
American Indians in Arizona.

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES  
Bureau of Public Health Statistics 

Population Health and Vital Statistics Section 
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